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Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X private
__~ public-local
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—__ public~Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object
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Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
0 buildings

0 — 0 sites

o TT0 structures
I 0 objects
2 0 Total

tumber of contributing resources previously listed in the National
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a multiple property listing.) N/A
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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
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Architectural Classification (Enter categories from
OTHER: I-house
NO STYLE: Vernacular

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE
walls “WOOD: Weatherboard

roof ~METATL
other WOOoD

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X* in all the boxes that apply.}

Applicable Mational Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
A owned by a religious Inetitution or used for religious purposes.

boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National

Register listing)
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| h .
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Education

Period of Significance _CA. 1870-1903

S%gnificant Dates _1882

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation N/A
Architect/Builder unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additionat Data
___ pretiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 47} _X_ State Historic Preservation Office
has been requested. ___ Other sState agency
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Acreage of Property _.36 acres

UTM References
(Place additicnal UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 17/756520/4328760 2
3 4
___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute serics) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
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Representauve black and white photographs of the propernty.
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7. DESCRIPTION AND ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS:

Brexton is an interesting late-nineteenth-century, two-story dwelling located along Route 255 in
the village of Millwood, adjacent to the Carter Hall property and the Greenway Historic District
boundary. The property was constructed as a dwelling but was later used as a private school
for young women. It is composed of three sections, all of frame construction. The main block
is a two-story, three-bay, vernacular I-house with a gable roof of standing-seam metal with two
interior brick flues, a plain friezeboard, and gable-end returns. Constructed ca. 1870, it features
a central-passage, single-pile plan with Late Greek Revival-style interior woodwork. Clad in
weatherboard and resting on a random-rubble stone foundation, Brexton has two-over-two-sash
'?' windows on the first floor, six-over-six-sash windows on the second floor, louvered wooden
M shutters, and a two-light transom and sidelights around the front door. The three-bay, one-story,
hip-roofed front porch is currently missing, while the one-story, two-bay rear porch has been

closed in.

To the south of this section and set back to the east is a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed wing
with two-over-two-sash windows. This section, which was probably added to the originai block
in 1882, features a large open room (now used as the kitchen) on the first floor and two rooms
on the upstairs level. A one-story protruding bay with two-over-two-sash windows is located
at the front comer where these two sections meet. Other exterior details include a two-light
transom over the central four-panel door, weatherboard siding, louvered shutters, gable-end
returns, an interior brick flue, a standing-seam metal roof, and a stone foundation.

To the rear of the original block is a two-story frame wing that is three bays deep and one bay
wide and appears to have been added in the 1880s or 1890s. Family tradition suggests that part
of Brexton was moved to this location from another unknown site. Although it is not possible
to determine which section of the house was moved here, it appears that it may be this rear
portion because of several features; a change in floor level between this section and the other
two sections of the house, a window along the south wall of the rear wing that was later changed
into a door to gain access to the side wing, and the difference in scale and detail in this section
versus the other two sections of the house. This rear wing is not as well constructed as the two
front sections, and features weatherboard siding, six-over-six-sash windows, an interior brick

flue, and a stone foundation.

The property inciudes one contributing outbuilding; a frame meathouse/icehouse located in the
southeast corner of the lot. This one-story, gable-roofed (standing-seam metal) frame building
is clad in board and batten siding and sits on wooden piers. The entry is located on the front
gable end and the building features a scalloped wooden vergeboard on all sides.
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Brexton sits on a small wooded lot (.36 acres). Along all sides but the front is a dry-laid stone
wall that is part of the stone walls that belong to the Carter Hall estate. It appears that the
Brexton property was carved out of Carter Hall before the current stone wall was constructed.

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Brexton is a fine example of a late-nineteenth-century vernacular I-house with fairly
contemporary additions. The recessed side wing appears to have been used as a classroom with
boarding rooms upstairs, while the original core of the house was used by the Page sisters as

" their residence. One of several private schools in operation in the county during the late
' nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Brexton is unique in that a portion of it appears to have

) been strictly used as a school. In addition to its historical significance in relation to the
development of education in the county, the property is in fairly unaitered condition. Brexton
appears to have both the architectural and historical significance needed to be added as a

contributing resource in to the Greenway Historic District.

Brexton is being added to the Greenway Historic District because of the discovery of new
information about its historic use. The property belonged to two sisters, Miss Mary Page and
Miss Jane M. Page, who in 1882 enlarged their house with the idea of having a boarding school
there. The Misses Page employed two assistants: Miss Agnes A. Walke, a graduate of Hannah
Moore Academy; and Miss Evelyn P. Meriweather.! According to J. E. Norris, a historian
writing in 1890, A fine school in charge of the Misses Page and known as the Brexton Female
Seminary flourishes in Millwood. "> The school was in operation until 1903.° It appears that the
side wing was used as the main classroom and that boarders used much of the upstairs. Some
names of students along with dates are etched in the glass of several of the second-floor

windows.

Education is an area of significance discussed in the Greenway Historic District Nomination
dated July 9, 1993.* Several resources related to this theme are found within the district. These
range in time period from the early-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries and include
examples of public and private schools. Brexton falls into the category of small private schools
that were started in the county beginning in the early nineteenth century. The other resource
of this type in the district is Clay Hill Academy (DHR# 21-17), a boys secondary school that
was much larger than Brexton, and which opened in 1888 and closed in 1902. By including
Brexton in the Greenway Historic District, our understanding of the history and development of

educatton in the area is further enhanced.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:
The boundaries for Brexton are described in the Clarke County tax maps as 30-A-103.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:
The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with Brexton.
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